
Marika now studies at the Institute of Education, University 
of London where she has been awarded the Polonsky 
Foundation Doctoral Scholarship. For her Ph.D., Maria is 
focusing on conflict-affected urban youth and street dialogue 
forums in Abidjan, investigating how street parliaments and 
public discussion spaces, which fuelled social divisions 
and violence around the post-election crisis, have evolved 
within the reconciliation climate.  

Morgan is in her fourth year of her PhD in 
Urban Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers 
University. She spent the summer of 2013 in 
Bangalore, doing preliminary field research on 
the subject of the transportation mode choices 
of men and women working in the IT Sector, 
focusing specifically on the intersection of income and gender. 
Campbell will return to India in December on a Fulbright-
Nehru fellowship to continue field research. Morgan is also 
interning full time for Nelson\Nygaard, a transportation firm 
that focuses on active, sustainable mobility for a diverse range 
of communities.

Laura completed her PhD on "The extension of basic service 
networks in the irregular settlements of Delhi and Lima" at 
LATTS, Ecole des Ponts ParisTech and Universite Paris-Est.

Since February, Namesh 
has been working on a 
project titled Measuring 
and Monitoring Housing 
Deprivations in Developing 
Countries: an Alternative 
Approach to Slum Enumeration  in 
association with the George Mason 
University.  He has also started working as 
an Assistant Professor at the Department of 
Civil Engineering, OP Jindal Institute of 
Technology, India teaching undergraduate 
students various subjects in the field of 
Civil Engineering and Urban Development.

Since 2013, Ilse  
has worked on 
a project called 
Urban Crossover, 
and hosted an 
event as part of 

Archifest in Singapore. She is also 
a co-founder of a one-man research 
consultancy group called Include. 

Caleb is currently serving as a research scientist at MIT Media 
Lab and runs a research group focused on urban food security 
called CityFARM. His group was featued in Wired magazine 
this past September.
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Ilse van Winssen
Slum Rehab Flats: A Happy Living? The 
Subjective Well-being of Rehabilitated 
Residents and the Impact of the Slum 
Rehabilitation plan.

Namesh Killemsetty
Understanding the Evolution of Slums in 
Ahmedabad Through the Integration of Survey 
Data Sets

Morgan Campbell

Laura Criqui
Pathways for Progressive Planning Through Extending Water and 
Electricity Networks in the Irregular Settlements of Lima

Navigating the Global City: Gender, Mobility, and the Case of 
Bangalore›s IT Economy

Incremental Expansion: Examining User-Initiated Transformations in 
Government Housing in Manaus

Caleb Harper

Marika Z. Tsolakis
Grassroots English Clubs as Sites of Learning and Democratic Debate in Urban 
Senegal

Stephen gained admission to Community Planning at School of Planning 
at University of Cincinnati's PhD Program in Urban and Regional Planning 
(beginning Aug. this year). He also now works Graduate Assistant at school, and 
worked as Research Assistant over the summer of 2014. During the summer,  
Stephen also completed a contract as a blog contributor and wrote a monograph 
on local economic development in Ghana for the Local Economic Development 
Network of Africa as part of their original knowledge development project. 

Another paper that advanced Shohei's paper for the 
competition was accepted for publication by Urban Studies. 
Shohei has since defended his doctoral dissertation 
at the University of Michigan, including his 
publication with Urban Studies and two other 
papers currently under review by academic journals. 
Shohei started working at Harvard University as a post-doc.Raphaelle is in the process of finishing her PhD at University 

College London (UCL, UK) in Development Studies. She has 
submitted her final draft and is now awaiting her visa approval. 
Raphaelle is also working full time as a consultant in Evaluation 
and Research for Coffey International Development and just 
finished an important report for DFID on Girls' Education for the 
Girls' Education Challenge Fund.

Raphaelle Bisiaux

Shohei Nakamura

Rethinking Informal Housing and Land Ownership Debates from Local Actors›  Perceptions:  
A Sociological Understanding of the Failed Eviction of Thapathali Informal Settlement, 

Tenure Formalization, Tenure Security, and Housing Investment:  
The Relevance of Self-Help Housing in India Reexamined

Stephen Kofi Diko
Optimizing Property Rate Returns for Urban Development in Ghana, Using Geographic 
Infosystems

Valerie completed her Masters degree Sciences Po Paris in 2012. 
She then worked as a development & events associate at the 
Institute for Policy Integrity at NYU Law. She left the position and 
has begun her PhD in Urban Planning at Columbia University›s 
Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation, 
focusing on housing and community development.

Valerie Stahl

Entitlements and Capabilities of Young “Citizens”: Participatory 
Community Involvement of At-Risk Youth in Argentine Cities

To encourage a new generation of urban policy makers and promote early career research, USAID, International Housing Coalition (IHC), World 
Bank, the Wilson Center, and Cities Alliance have co-sponsored annual graduate student paper competitions, seeking abstracts on urban poverty 
in the developing world. Finalists were selected to present their work at an urban policy workshop held at the Wilson Center in Washington, D.C, 
and were published in an annual publication from the Center. Since then, these authors have set out in the field of urban planning in institutions 
and vocations across the world. Read on to follow some of the work these featured competition winners have been involved with over the years.



Maren graduated from Sciences Po summa cum laude, worked as intern 
and project officer at the Global Fund for Cities Development and helped 
launched global copmaign seeking innovative financing solutions for 
local authorities. She is now working in Cambridge at Institute for 
International Urban Development as research associate supporting and 
drafting key policy documents for international organizations on social 

accountability, urban migration, access to basic services, metropollitan governance, 
and social inclusion.

Maren Larsen
Xool nu bu baax: Hip Hop, Youth Movements, and Change in Senegal

Danielle received her Ph.D. in Government from Cornelle University in 2010 and is currently a Research Fellow at the 
International Food Policy Research Institute. From 2013-2010 she worked as a Research Fellow at the United Nations 
University-World Institute for Development Economics Research in Helsinki, Finland. She is the author of Urban Poverty and 
Party Populism in African Democracies, and has conducted fieldwork in a number of African countries.

Daniel is now a full-time lecturer at the Spatial Sciences Institute at 
the University of Southern California. He graduated with a Ph.D. 
in geography from USC in 2011. In his research, Daniel utilized 
methods to analyze urban food systems in cities in North America and 
Africa.  He was awarded Best Disseration in Urban Geography and 
was named a J. Warren Nystrom Award Finalist for top disseration 

in geography. He was also recently named as a grant award recipient for the AAG 
Annual Research Grant Competition.

Allison finished her Masters degree at the 
Public Affairs program at Sciences Po, 
focused on human security and approaches 
to poverty alleviation. She then worked as 
Campus Director of a growing social enterprise 
called Aidha, which offers various services 
to low-income, migrant women working in 
Singapore. Allison has since launched the first 
co-working space and start-up incubator in 
Yangon , Myanmar, called Project Hub Yangon. 
Project Hub regularly runs intensive business 
incubation programs for local entrepreneurs 
and since starting in 2013 it has supported 13 
new start-ups. 
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Daniel Novik Warshawsky
The State and Urban Food Insecurity in Post-Apartheid Johannesburg

Allison Morris
Human Security and Microfinance: How 
Microfinance Can Do More

Danielle Resnick
Failing to Capitalize? Urban Service Delivery in Opposition Controlled African Cities

Yifei is now a lecturer in the Dept. of Sociology 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He 
is currently on a National Science Foundation 
grant, which enables Yifei to conduct one year 
of field research in China about environmental 
governance. Yifei is based in Beijing, holding a 

joint appointment at the Chinese Ministry of Housing and Urban-
Rural Development and the Chinese Society for Urban Studies. 
He will resume his teaching obligations at the University of 
Wisconsin in Spring 2015.

Yifei Li
Low Carbon Development and Poverty in Urban China

Allison is a second year PhD student in the Edward J. Bloustein 
School of Planning & Public Policy at Rutgers and works for the 
Environmental Analysis and Communications Group at Bloustein. 
She is also a fellow of the Rutgers Integrative Graduate Education 
and Research Traineeship, a doctoral training program of the National 
Science Foundation. She assisted in the preparation of Health and 
Social Impact Assessments for the World Health Organization›s 
tsunami recovery program and the World Bank›s renewable energy 
infrastructure projects. Her dissertation research is focused on the 
health and environmental impacts of bioenergy policies.

Allison Bridges
Distributed Energy Innovations in Slums and Informal Settlements
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